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Great are the works of the Lord; they are pondered by all who delight in them. 

Glorious and majes�c are his deeds, and his righteousness endures forever. He has 
caused his wonders to be remembered; the Lord is gracious and compassionate!

Psalm 111:3-5

Bus4Life spent the summer months in Romania and Ukraine. In Romania, 120 

children came to their school in the middle of their summer holidays to take 

part in Bus4Life’s ac�vi�es.

An Extra Scan

A�er the early June outreach in Ukraine, Teemu (driver) and Bus4Life’s interna�onal coordinator, John, travelled 

together to Romania. They crossed several borders on their way, and by the �me they reached the Romanian border, the 

bus had already been inspected and searched three �mes. 

Now the Romanian authori�es wanted to scan the bus in addi�on to the regular inspec�on. The day had been hot and 

long, and it was ge�ng late. The men were �red, and wondered why a seemingly unnecessary scan was been conducted. 

While they were queuing, a young Moldovan truck driver approached them and started asking ques�ons about the 

colourful vehicle. Teemu and John shared with the man about the ministry and its purposes, and Teemu was able to give 

him a Bible in his own language. In the end, both men agreed that the extra scan had been, a�er all, a good thing. 

different sports ac�vi�es, and watching Chris�an cartoons inside the bus. In one of the villages, about 120 

children came to the school, and the film had to shown outside – there was simply not enough room inside. It started 

raining in the middle of the movie, but the kids insisted on watching the rest, and sat under umbrellas with their parents 

and teachers un�l it was late and very dark outside. The school principal said, “Never has this happened before in the 

history of this school. Children don’t want to go home! And it’s summer holiday, they don’t even have to be here!” 

“Let’s Not Go Home Yet”

Once in Romania, Bus4Life headed to the county of 

Buzau where there are only 11 evangelical churches in 

the whole county. Overall, there are far less believers 

in this county than for example Transylvania in the 

north.

Bus4Life was s�ll warmly welcomed by both city 

officials and the public schools that were visited. 

It is very special to be able to partner with the public 

schools in a European country. On this outreach 

Bus4Life partnered with Child Evangelism Fellowship 

(CEF) which has a good reputa�on in Buzau. Together 

with the teachers, the team organised several

workshops for the children, including arts and cra�s,



The team also rejoiced for ge�ng permission (from the mayor) to park in the very 

centre of the country capital  for three days. The program included medical tests, 

puppet shows, cra�s, and other surprises. Most visitors le� with some free 

literature of their choosing, including New Testaments.

The first week of July the Bus4Life team travelled to an area in the south of the 

country, and, for the first �me, organised an outreach with a small church of about 

20 people. It was the first �me the church had ever organised a public event for 

their city. The event was a big success. The local newspaper wrote ar�cles about 

the bus every day the team was there. Feedback from the church was also 

encouraging: “Bus4Life is such a great tool! People are curious about the colourful 

bus, and it is so easy to start conversa�ons with them. We could see how they 

started to respect the church more because they saw the quality program we 

offered to the community. For us, too, it was nice to be able to offer them such a 

wide range of ac�vi�es, from medical tests to kids programs and lots of books – 

even a conversa�on with interna�onal people! How o�en can a city experience all 

of this packed in one event!”

A few surrounding villages were also visited. There are many children in the 

villages who don’t know how to read and write, but they enjoyed the puppet show 

and the other ac�vi�es. Ten bicycles were also delivered to one of the villages. 

Books to Ukrainian Churches

From Romania, Bus4Life travelled to Ukraine for two weeks, visi�ng 12 villages and towns in three regions. As always, 

people were very happy when they heard the bus was coming. Some of them had already been wai�ng as Bus4Life 

visited these regions many �mes during the last several years. 

In one of the towns, the team was pleasantly surprised as the pastor of a local church called all other churches (of 

different denomina�ons) and invited their members to come and visit the bus on the day it arrived. It was a weekday so 

usually there are less visitors – not this �me. 

In another town Bus4Life visited a church and people came for the service. It was quite a crowd and Teemu was invited to 

share his story and answer the ques�ons people might have. A�er that the church prayed for our team and the Bus4Life 

ministry. It's always a great encouragement to see support in our ministry from the Ukrainian Chris�ans.

The July outreach was organized with a Chris�an publishing house Ezdra. 

Bus4Life driver Teemu spoke at a church in Ukraine Ukrainian visitors look at books inside the Bus4Life



”Don’t wait un�l Sunday to confess sins”

At the end of July, Bus4Life returned to Romania for another twelve days of ministry, this �me to the Constanta area near 

the Black Sea. In the mornings, the team invited people onboard to have their blood pressure and blood sugar tested. 

Some had never had their blood pressure checked, in fact, someone asked ‘What is this?’ when shown the equipment. 

OMer Delia tells, “It is quite common in this area for people to live all their life without ever visi�ng the doctor’s office. 

Some of the older people are afraid of the doctor, fearing they will be diagnosed with some awful disease. They’d rather 

not know, and con�nue living their lives.” 

The team offered to pray with everyone that had their blood pressure measured. While some said no, others 

enthusias�cally accepted. Upon finding out that Bus4Life is a Chris�an ministry, one church-going Orthodox man 

exclaimed, “This is why you know so much about God!”

Formal confession and praying to Holy Mary play significant parts in the Orthodox faith. “I tried to encourage him to pray 

directly to God”, Delia says. “I said to him, ‘You don’t have to wait un�l Sunday to confess your sins, you can ask for God’s 

forgiveness any day.’”

Vasile (name changed) is a 12 or 13-year-old boy who 

came to the bus in one of the villages. The team 

quickly learned that he didn’t know how to count or 

read, and it seemed even difficult for him to 

understand all spoken words. They learned from 

other children that Vasile was a boy ‘without parents’, 

and that him and his li�le brother were being raised 

by their grandmother. Vasile came to the bus early in 

the morning, and spent the two days with the team 

from the morning un�l the evening. “We shared our 

lunch with him, and gave him water to wash himself 

as his skin was quite stained,” Delia says. The boy 

grew close with the team over the two days, and in 

the end hugged everyone begging for more and 

more hugs.

Thankfully, the local church knows Vasile, and has 

been helping his family, providing them with food 

and other supplies. Unfortunately, there are many 

children like him in Romania.

15-year-old Alex (name changed) was one of the 

local teenagers that volunteered with the bus during 

the outreach. Although his father is not a believer, 

the rest of the family go to church together. 

However, they never discuss their faith at home, and 

they have never prayed together as a family. Alex 

believes in God, but has yet to make up his mind 

about ac�vely following Him. Encouraged to ask 

anything that’s on his mind about God and 

Chris�anity, Alex asked Delia: “Is it ok to paint your 

nails?”

Romanian Chris�ans are o�en very modest with 

their appearance, and girls are usually not allowed to 

wear make-up or jewellery. For a young teenager, the 

decision to follow Jesus has everything to do with 

culture. What is the price that I have to pay for this? 

What is right and wrong? Alex ended up having a 

good conversa�on with the team about culture and 

sin, and how to navigate between the two worlds 

that seem so far from one another.  



Bus4Life has a monthly budget of about 3,200 € (USD 3,700). Our 

current monthly support is less than 50 % of what is needed for the 

ministry to con�nue. 

We are looking to raise another 2,000 € per month 

(or 24,000 € / $28,000 annually) in order for the bus to con�nue its 

work among the least reached in Eastern Europe. 

Would you consider joining the ministry by partnering with us 

financially? We are looking for both individuals and OM fields to 

join in.

Please contact your local OM office for details on how to give.

Bus4life Needs New Tyres…

From Romania, Bus4Life con�nued to Hungary for a month of outreaches. While in Hungary, it became clear that the 

current tyres on the bus are no longer safe for driving. They are simply too old and worn out. The cost of six new tyres is 

approximately 2,500 USD. Please contact your na�onal OM office to make a dona�on. 

Prayer Requests:

•    Moldovan truck driver who was given a Bible.

•    The children in Buzau, and the small church nearby.

•    Vasile and the many other Romanian children like him.

•    Alex and the next genera�on of Romanian believers.

•    Bus4Life ministry in Ukraine.

•    New tyres and a new driver!

… and a New Driver

Our current driver Teemu commi�ed to driving the bus un�l 

December 2018. That means we will need a new driver for 

the year 2019. Do you know a driver who would like to drive 

for us, taking the Gospel to the least reached in Europe? The 

Bus4Life vehicle is registered as a truck so the driver needs to 

have a category C (EU) driver’s licence. We are also looking 

for previous driving experience with heavy duty vehicles, and 

some technical understanding. 

Please contact John Theuns (john.theuns@om.org) for more 

informa�on about driving the bus.
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