
NEWSLETTER
NOVEMBER 2018

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things. 
Phil. 4:8

Bus4Life spent the autumn months in Hungary and Moldova. 

Bus4Life travelled to Hungary at the end of August, 
and a�ended a four-day conference at Lake Balaton. 
The bus was parked next to the missions expo, and 
featured a pro-life exhibi�on, invi�ng conference 
visitors to learn about foetal development and 
abor�on. 

The number of abor�ons performed in Hungary has 
decreased drama�cally in the recent years. In 2017, 
there were 28,496 abor�ons – compared to 59,249 
just 17 years earlier in 2000. The difference is further 
highlighted when comparing today’s numbers to the 

late 1960’s when abor�ons first became “popular”. In 
1969, the record year, there were 206,817 abor�ons 
– nearly 570 each day. (Source: Hungarian Central Sta�s�cal 
Office)

The sta�s�cal trend is posi�ve, and the change is 
partly due to a shi� in government policies that seek 
to strengthen families and encourage couples to have 
children. But credit must be given to Chris�an pro-life 
organisa�ons, too, par�cularly in their efforts to 
inform and educate the Hungarian youth about 
abor�on. 

Pro-life exhibi�on on the bus



Bus4Life visited a number of schools in the greater 
Budapest area in September. During the school 
visits, students are invited on board the bus in 
groups of 15-20. They are given �me to look at the 
exhibi�on on foetal development and abor�on, and 
they watch three short videos about da�ng, 
pregnancy, and abor�on. The main focus is on 
conversa�on. 

“We want the students to understand that they are 
unique and that God created them,” OM’s Istvan 
says. “We talk about God’s plan for their lives, about 
da�ng and marriage, and how you can prepare for a 
good marriage. We discuss the way media portrays 
sexuality, and how that contradicts God’s plan for 
sexuality.”

Istvan explains that speaking about sexuality is 
“taboo” in Hungary, and the topic is rarely raised in 
schools outside of the compulsory biology lesson on 
reproduc�on. Bus4Life’s visit creates an opportunity 
to talk with the students – an opportunity that the 
schools are happy to take. One teacher went to the 
school headmaster a�er the Bus4Life visit, asking for 
permission to skip a math class in order to con�nue 
the conversa�on with the students. She had no�ced 
that the students were quite moved by what they 
had learned inside the bus, and wanted to take the 
opportunity to discuss the topic further. 

“Schools have started to no�ce the results of the 
work, and they invite us back. They want all students 
to go and see the exhibi�on,” Istvan says. “Teen 
pregnancies and students having abor�ons are 
common, and so is young children watching porn. No 
one is teaching them.”  

School visits

In September, Bus4Life also took part in an 
outreach to pros�tutes and transves�tes in 
Budapest. The team had good encounters with 
many individuals, including a transves�te man that 
spent two hours inside the bus talking to the team. 
“He talked about his life very honestly, and shared 
about the struggles he has had with his health,” 
Istvan says. The man had a�ended a church 
previously, but had not felt accepted by the 
congregants or God.  A�er the two hour 
discussion, the team prayed for the man.

The team also gave out Bibles, and talked to 
pros�tutes, giving them a phone number to call if 
they want to leave pros�tu�on. They are then 
directed to a safe house where they can learn 
about different opportuni�es and prac�ce life 
outside of the streets. Two women have recently 
le� the safe house, finding jobs outside of 
pros�tu�on.

Outreach in Budapest



In October, Bus4Life spent two weeks in 
Moldova visi�ng five villages near the 
Ukrainian border in the north. Two of the 
villages had only a few believers in them 
and no church. An older woman, Maria*, 
told the team she was the only believer in 
her home village. Every Sunday she travels 
to a nearby village to a�end church. “It’s 
exhaus�ng,” she admi�ed to a volunteer 
who measured her blood pressure on the 
bus. 

There is no public transporta�on so Maria 
hires someone to drive her to church. 
Spending between 70-100 lei (4-5€) each 
week for the round trip is a significant 
investment. “Five euros would be enough 
to buy bread for half a month,” OMer Ion 
explains. Maria was encouraged to see the 
Bus4Life team hard at work in her village, 
and she especially rejoiced in seeing a team 
of young Chris�ans spreading the Gospel.

The team consisted of nine individuals, and 
included young adults enrolled in OM’s 
Challenge into Missions program at the 
OM Moldova base. An important part of 
their program is taking part in outreaches 
such as this one. 

In another village, the team met Thomas*, a 
12-year-old boy who came to the bus with 
his mother and grandmother. The team 
members cha�ed with Thomas about his 
family and life in general while his 
grandmother’s blood pressure was being 
measured. “Have you heard of Jesus?” a 
team member asked the boy. Thomas 
shook his head. “Do you want me to tell you 
about him? He is very important,” he was 
asked. Thomas agreed, and a Children’s 
Bible was pulled out. He was told about 
Jesus and what he did for us, and then given 
the Bible as a gi�. 

Thomas’ mother, Natalia*, who is in her 
early thir�es, is busy trying to make the 
ends meet by working hard every day. She 
was surprised to find out that her son 
hadn’t recognised the name of Jesus.  “I 
haven’t talked to him about God because I 
haven’t known how to do it,” she admi�ed. 
“Thank you for reminding me to talk about 
God with my son. I need to do it.”

*Name changed.

The only Chris�an in her village



From Moldova Bus4Life con�nued to 
Ukraine where its one-month-long stay 
got started with an outreach in the 
Odessa region. People were invited to 
have their eyes checked by a professional 
optometrist for free, and glasses were 
given to those who needed them. A 
pastor was available to talk to people, and 
New Testaments were given out. During 
the first weekend alone, 160 people 
came to have their vision checked.

Free glasses and the Gospel

The driver’s seat is s�ll empty

We have been ac�vely recrui�ng for a new driver since 
August, and there have been a few enquiries about the 
posi�on. The process is s�ll on-going. Please pray for the 
right driver to be found soon. 

We are happy to report that the needed funds came in and 
Bus4Life got brand new tyres in September. Thank you for 
your prayers and the generous gi�s that came in a�er the 
last newsle�er. 

Prayer Requests:

•   Hungarian students and their rela�onships, that they would learn to know Christ

•   OM’s ministry among the marginalized in Budapest

•   Maria, the only Chris�an in her village, for God to protect her and bless her

•   Thomas and Natalia, to grow in their knowledge of Jesus Christ

•   Bus4Life’s on-going outreach in Ukraine and Christmas outreach in Hungary

•   The recrui�ng process for a new driver, for the right person to be found

Bus4Life, a ministry of OM, is a mul�-func�onal missions centre 
that serves the communi�es of Central and Eastern Europe. 
Through this ministry we want to bring the Gospel to the market 
place and to the “highways and byways” (Ma�hew 22: 8-10), 
and to mobilize local churches into ministry outside of the 
church buildings. 

Would you consider joining the ministry by partnering with us 
financially? Please contact your local OM office for details on 
how to give.

www.bus4life.org
follow us on social media:
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