
School and street visits

Bus4Life visited 16 schools around Budapest and Sopron in April. Approximately 2,000 young people a�ended the 

events and heard the message of hope and restora�on. The school visits were organised together with a local Hungarian 

Pro-life organisa�on.

Bus4Life was an integral part of the visits, offering a change from the students' usual class room environment. They 

climbed on board the bus in small groups of 10-15 individuals and spent about 20 minutes inside. Inside the bus, 

students learnt about prenatal development from posters and life-size models. They were told about the benefits of 

abs�nence before marriage, and what it means to have an abor�on. Conversa�on was encouraged, and some students 

stayed longer to con�nue the conversa�on outside the bus.

Feedback from the schools was posi�ve, and the team was invited to come back for another visit. One school director 

was par�cularly enthusias�c about the visit, and told the team that two girls in his school had had abor�ons during the 

previous month alone.

During the month of April, Bus4Life was also part of an outreach to pros�tutes in Budapest. The bus went out on two 

different nights visi�ng women who work on the streets. They were given bowls of goulash soup and invited into the bus 

to hear the Easter message. In one of the loca�ons, five women entered the bus along with their pimp. To the team's 

surprise, the man ac�ng as the pimp was very open to conversa�on and explained how he had been released from prison 

just three months earlier. He was now looking for his life purpose. The conversa�on was encouraging as most pimps have 

a very nega�ve a�tude toward Chris�ans. 

The atmosphere was quite different on the second night, and this �me the pimps didn't allow the women to enter the 

bus. Conversa�ons s�ll took place on the street. The Easter outreach was organised with the Salva�on Army. The team 

spoke with 20 pros�tutes. 
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"'God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.' Humble yourselves, 

therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may li� you up in due �me. Cast all your 
anxiety on him because he cares for you." 1. Peter 5:5B-7

Our new driver Teemu Lai�nen travelled to Hungary in the beginning of 

April, and joined Bus4Life in ac�on soon a�er his arrival. Now he has two 

months of ac�ve ministry in Hungary, Moldova, and Ukraine behind him. 

Thank you for being a part of the Bus4Life ministry!



During the following week, Bus4Life visited two villages in Northern Moldova. There are only two evangelical churches 

in the region. One of them is a small church plant that was started by OM about six months ago when a church plan�ng 

team moved into the village of Cobilea. The team holds weekly prayer nights in their living room and invites their 

neighbours to join them. They also give out seeds and food parcels, and give guitar and piano lessons to children. This 

summer a children's camp will be organised in the village.

It ended up taking a bit longer than an�cipated to get all the necessary 

documents approved in order for the bus to leave Hungary. Everything was 

finally ready by mid-May, and Teemu was free to hop behind the wheel and 

head to Moldova. The drive from Hungary to Moldova took two days 

(10+15 hours) crossing over mountainous Northern Romania and its many 

beau�ful villages. OM Moldova's Ion Manoli met Teemu at the border and 

welcomed him into the country.

Bus4Life opens the door

In the same village, a 46-year-old man named Veorel came to the 

bus to take a look at the selec�on of books. While having coffee with 

the team, he spoke warmly of his wife and three children. He also 

told that he had a New Testament at home, but that he really wanted 

to have the en�re Bible. While looking at the books, he no�ced The 

Five Love Languages. He picked it up and said needed to read it 

because he wanted to become a be�er husband for his wife. The 

team was quite touched by this rough-around-the-edges man who 

went home with a Bible and a famous Chris�an book about 

marriage. 

The village of Chusmirka welcomed Bus4Life with open arms. About 140 children along with some parents a�ended the 

children's program on two days – 140 on both days! A few children climbed on board the bus with money in their hand 

saying, “my parents gave me this money so I can buy a Children's Bible”. One mother also came to buy a Children's Bible, 

but – surprised to hear how low the price was – ended up buying not only the Children's Bible but also a Bible for herself. 

Northern Moldova is mostly Orthodox Chris�an. The church does not encourage people to read the Bible, instead, it is 

thought that it's enough for the priest to have a Bible. If someone s�ll wanted a Bible, it would be very expensive to buy 

one. Bus4Life's vision is to sell Bibles at the lowest possible price so that everyone can afford to buy one. 

OM's Ion Manoli plays an ac�ve part in the Bus4Life ministry in Moldova. He calls the bus 'a big blessing for Moldova'. “I 

would like to have it here year-round”, he says. “It opens a door for people to come to us. They see the bus, and they 

wonder what it is. Then they come and see it, and they go home with a Bible in one hand.”



Eye glasses and playgrounds

A�er a week-long visit to Moldova, Bus4Life con�nued its journey to Ukraine. First �me visitor in the country, 

Teemu was a bit surprised by the road condi�ons. “Please pray for strength and wisdom as I'm driving in these 

potholes. I don't want to break the bus”, a text message read.

This year, Bus4Life's �me in Ukraine is divided between the OM team and Edzra, a Chris�an publisher. OM's 

outreach teams have the bus about 50 % of the �me. The rest of the �me Bus4Life travels with Edzra, visi�ng small 

Ukrainian churches mostly located in the country side.

The first outreach took place in the outskirts of Odessa. Working with two local pastors, this was the first outreach 

of its kind in their villages. Truth be told, the pastors were quite scep�cal about the idea of using a bright coloured 

bus for evangelism and feared it would only increase people's nega�ve a�tudes toward believers.

The outreach team was joined by an eye doctor who performed about 50 vision tests during the week. Eye glasses 

were given to individuals who needed them. 

The team cleaned and painted two children's playgrounds. According to OM Ukraine's outreach coordinator, these 

prac�cal acts of kindness were the biggest witness in the villages. “Chris�ans outside of the orthodox church are 

o�en met with great scep�cism, and considered a sect. The fact that we helped the community in a prac�cal way 

was a great witness, and helped change a�tudes. The two pastors were overwhelmed by people's posi�ve 

reac�on.”   

OM started working with four evangelical churches in the area recently, two of which were visited by Bus4Life. One 

of the churches has about 15 members, all seniors. The other congrega�on consists mostly of orphanage 

graduates. About 40 people go to this church, most of them young adults. Generally, pastors in Ukraine have 

received li�le training for their ministry in the past. OM offers training for village pastors as well as prac�cal help to 

grow their ministries. 

Suppor�ng the bigger picture

Bus4Life's visit was part of a larger framework of ministry in the Odessa 

region. The benefit of the bus is that it will not go unno�ced. “We did school 

visits in this area during the Christmas season, and they served their 

purpose well. However, no one outside of the school ever knew that we 

were there. It is impossible to miss the bus. It just needs to show up, and 

people will come.”

The week ended with a big children's event that took place at the OM base. 

All children a�ending summer camps were invited to par�cipate, and 

everyone was encouraged to bring their family, friends, and neighbours. 

About 60 children came to the event with their parents. At the end of the 

even�ul day, it was �me to take a group photo in front of the bus – only the 

bus was nowhere to be found! Due to some miscommunica�on, Bus4Life 

was already onto its next mission, happily parked in front of another 

church. But no harm was done, and the event was a success despite the 

missing bus.

Before        A�er



Suppor�ng the bigger picture (con’t)

The following weeks consisted of visits to 14 different villages, each of which had a small evangelical church in it. 

Edzra representa�ves were on board Bus4Life, and the bus was filled with Bibles and Chris�an literature. These 

villages are located in remote areas, and only accessible by small country roads. It took Teemu 2.5 hours to reach 

one par�cular village – the distance he travelled was only 20 km but it took �me and skill as the road was barely 

there.  

When Chris�ans in hard-to-reach places are given access to Chris�an literature – or an opportunity to own a Bible 

for the first �me – en�re communi�es are blessed. The encouragement that Bus4Life offers to believers in the 

prac�cally unreached corners of Eastern Europe creates a trickle-down effect. Struggling churches are revitalised, 

believers grow in their faith, and as a result the Gospel is preached in their communi�es. 

Prayer requests:

 Hungarian teenagers who are exposed to sex at young ages, and for the 

number of abor�ons to go down among them.

 The women working on the streets of Budapest that they would find hope in 

Abba Father.

 OM's church plant in Cobilea to grow and flourish.

 The two small churches outside of Odessa that OM works with.

 Outreaches in Romania (un�l July 5th) and the Ukraine (July 6th - August 3rd).

Bus4Life has a monthly budget of about 3,200 € (USD 3,700). 

Our current monthly support is less than 50 % of what is 

needed for the ministry to con�nue. 

We are looking to raise another 2,000 € per month 

(or 24,000 € / $28,000 annually) in order for the bus to 

con�nue its work among the least reached in Eastern Europe. 

Would you consider joining the ministry by partnering with us 

financially? We are looking for both individuals and OM fields to 

join in.

Please contact your local OM office for details on how to give.
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