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Bus4Life spent the last two months of 2018 in Ukraine and Hungary. In Ukraine, the local OM team got excited 
about church plan�ng a�er a Bus4Life outreach in Odessa province. Hungarian youth were told that their lives 
ma�er.

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how 
we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds.” Hebrews 10:23-24

Bus4Life’s November outreach in Ukraine took place 
in the northern part of the Odessa province where 
OM has been suppor�ng a church plan�ng ini�a�ve. 
The area is located just a few hours north of the OM 
base and may well be one of the least reached areas in 
all of Ukraine.

One of the outreach days got started in less than 
desirable condi�ons as the weather was “horrible, 
overcast, and windy”. The children’s program took 
place outside, and the team had expected that not 
very many children would come because of the cold 
weather.

“More than 70 children came!” OM’s Hensie van der 
Merwe exclaims. “It tells me about them being 
curious and somewhat deprived from normal 
childhood ac�vi�es – but it also means they are 
hungry for God.“

The children were greeted by a pirate, welcoming 
them aboard a ship. There were cra�s, sports 
ac�vi�es, popcorn, trampolines. 

As the children were par�cipa�ng in the ac�vi�es, it 
became clear that very few of them had any basic 
knowledge about Chris�anity.

“I have been working with children for twenty years, 
and I’m always surprised when they have no 
knowledge of the Gospel,” Hensie says. “Ukraine 
professes to be an Orthodox Chris�an na�on, and yet 
the children didn’t know what the Bible was.”

“Bus4Life has huge poten�al”



An unreached area

Nine days of ministry with Bus4Life had an impact on 
the Ukrainian team, opening their eyes to the needs 
of the northern parts of the Odessa province. With 
Bus4Life gone, the team returned to the area for a 
day of prayer. Connec�ng again with the local 
believers, the team made a decision to start focusing 
their church plan�ng efforts to this area.

“We did some research and found out that there are 
over 60 villages in this par�cular area, but only four 
churches,” Hensie says. “People live in small villages 
where the internet connec�on is notoriously bad. 
Some villages do not even have cell phone 
connec�on. They don’t have access to a church, and 
they don’t have access to the Gospel. They are 
isolated and cut off from the larger society. Literature 
ministry in the city may not be seen as useful, but in 
the villages it is the source of informa�on.”

Hensie admits that without the Bus4Life outreach 
the team may not have go�en excited about church 
plan�ng in northern Odessa province.

“We saw the reality hands on and realised the 
poten�al the bus has because of all the things it 
offers… shelves, movie theatre, sound system, 
storage, electricity, a tent – which was an amazing 
discovery – and it’s all mobile! All these things are so 
useful when you are out in the villages and don’t 
know if you will even have electricity.”

The big, colourful bus draws a�en�on. “There is no 
way people won’t know it’s there,” Hensie says, and 
adds: “Of course, we can go to the villages without 
Bus4Life and do children’s ministry, but it takes a lot 
of logis�cs to do that. With the bus everything we 
need is already there, and people don’t have to ask 
where the outreach is taking place. And it’s not just 
children’s ministry! If we are crea�ve, we can use the 
bus for so many things, mobilising, church plan�ng, 
things we have not seen in Ukraine yet. I’m really 
looking forward to seeing what God can do with 
Bus4Life.”

“You can’t read if you can’t see”

A�er several days of children’s outreach, Bus4Life 
partnered with a local Chris�an organisa�on called 
“Clear Vision”, se�ng up an eye clinic in three 
different loca�ons. Volunteer op�cians saw about 80 
people per day and gave out over 300 glasses to 
those needing them. The organisa�on partners with 
churches on one condi�on: They only give out glasses 
if on-going ac�ve evangelism takes place while they 
work.

“Their ministry really works well with Bus4Life and 
the literature ministry,” Hensie says. “A�er all, you 
can’t read if you can’t see.”

New Testaments and Chris�an literature, including 
Children’s Bibles, magazines for teenagers, and 
George Verwer’s books (in Ukrainian) were handed 
out. A local pastor talked with people.



Telling students they are important

When Bus4Life arrived in Hungary from Ukraine at 
the end of November, no �me was wasted. Arrival at 
Baktalórántháza was around midnight, and the next 
morning Bus4Life was ready to welcome first visitors 
onboard. The next few days were spent visi�ng three 
high schools with partner organisa�on, Shout for 
Life. The team was also invited to a nursing school to 
speak to the nursing students about abor�on.

“At first I wondered what I could possibly say to them 
that they didn’t already know,” OM’s István Horváth 
says. “But the visit was very good. We spent �me 
together talking about the medical aspects of 
abor�on but also the spiritual side of things. They 
paid a�en�on and were thinking deeply about the 
topic.”

 When a group arrives to the bus, it’s not uncommon 
for the teenagers to be a bit restless, making a lot of 
noise and perhaps offering a joke or two about the 
topic. But when it’s �me to talk, most of them quiet 
down and pay careful a�en�on. At the end many 
admit that they didn’t know much about abor�on.

More schools were visited in mid-December, this 
�me in towns and villages near Budapest. Visit to a 
large voca�onal school in Gödöllo was par�cularly 
encouraging as the school’s health visitor (school 
nurse) spent the en�re day at the bus. At the end of 
the day the health visitor told the team that what they 
say to the teenagers makes a big difference: “It is very 
important what you say to these kids, because they 
are not the best of students – they have learning 
disabili�es, problems at home, and problems with 
alcohol and drugs. To hear that their lives ma�er and 
that they are important – that is significant.”

Many of the students were quite touched by the 
presenta�on on the bus, and talked openly about 
sexuality and sex before marriage among other 
topics. The Gödöllo school (and others) have 
requested that Bus4Life would return for a similar 
visit in two years. They want the next age group to be 
able to hear the same informa�on, too. “The bus 
serves as a good pla�orm for the visits,” István says. 

Bus4Life spent a total of 12 weeks in 2018 visi�ng 
Hungarian schools with Shout for Life.

Why school visits? 

Telling students their lives ma�er.     “This genera�on would like to just play and enjoy an easy 
life. They turn on their computers and play in an ar�ficial world online. They don’t live really. I 
would like to show them that life is good, and that they don’t have to be afraid. God has a plan 
for their lives.”

“I want them to understand how unique they are, no one is like them. I tell them that they are 
like Leonardo da Vinci pain�ngs that people are willing to pay millions for. You are like these 
pain�ngs, incredibly valuable, no one is like you.” “Because they are valuable, the choices they 
make in life ma�er. I want them to understand the responsibility they have in life and in their 
rela�onships.”

Telling students God exists.     “The main thing is to tell them that God exists. Some�mes I can 
talk to them directly about God, other �mes not – it depends whether we are at a religious 
school or not. At secular schools I tell them what God has done in my life.”  
       
       *Quotes by István Horváth, OM Hungary.



Bus4Life is currently at its “home base” in Hungary, 
serving among the marginalised and visi�ng schools 
with Shout for Life. The first outreach outside of 
Hungary is scheduled for April in Moldova where the 
bus will stay for two months this spring. Much like the 
previous years, the Bus4Life ministry in Moldova will 
focus on evangelism and working with local churches. 
OM Moldova is also looking to further develop their 
use of the bus in mobilising the next genera�on of 
young Moldovan Chris�ans for outreach and 
evangelism within their own communi�es and outside 
of Moldova.

In addi�on to ministry in Hungary and Moldova, we will 
con�nue serving in Ukraine this year. The Ukrainian 
team is looking forward to further exploring the 
possibili�es of using Bus4Life in connec�on with their 
church plan�ng ministry.

Literature ministry will con�nue to play a significant 
role in their evangelis�c programs in areas where 
access to the Internet is limited.

In July, Bus4Life will break some new ground by going 
south! OM’s interna�onal missions conference 
Transform will take place July 8th–13th in Athens, 
Greece, and – God willing – Bus4Life will be there, too. 
Bus4Life will be part of the conference (possibly even 
serving as addi�onal seminar space) and will help draw 
crowds during outreach in Athens. The five-day 
conference will be followed by a number of outreaches 
in Greece, Albania, Romania, Turkey, and Serbia. 
Bus4Life will connect with some of the outreaches 
a�er the conference.

The recrui�ng process for this year’s driver is s�ll not 
completed. We have a couple of short-term (less than 
six months) op�ons, but our preference would be for a 
driver who would be able to commit to driving for the 
whole year of ministry.

We are excited about the new opportuni�es that lie 
ahead of us in 2019. Please join us in prayer for the 
Bus4Life ministry this year.

Bus4Life, a ministry of OM, is a mul�-func�onal missions centre that serves 
the communi�es of Central and Eastern Europe. Through this ministry we 
want to bring the Gospel to the market place and to the “highways and 
byways” (Ma�hew 22: 8-10), and to mobilize local churches into ministry 
outside of the church buildings.

Would you consider joining the ministry by partnering with us financially? 
Please contact your local OM office for details on how to give.

www.bus4life.org

Follow us on social media:

Search - Bus4Life

Bus4Life in 2019

We want to see vibrant communi�es of 
Jesus followers among the least reached.

- OM’s team in Ukraine and their church plan�ng 
ministry in the northern Odessa region, thank God for 
the great experience they had with Bus4Life.

- The many Hungarian students who have been able to 
learn about abor�on and God’s good plans for their 
lives on board the Bus4Life.

- The planning and finalising of the 2019 Bus4Life 
outreaches, including those in the Balkans.

- Finding commi�ed and mo�vated drivers for the 
ministry now and in the future.

Prayer requests:
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