
Bus4Life spent the summer 
months in Ukraine, Moldova 
and – for the first time ever – 
Greece. In Greece, we were part 
of the Transform Conference 
in Athens and participated in 
outreaches in two different 
cities. Risto Venäläinen (FIN) 
along with his wife Terttu will 
serve as the Bus4Life driver until 
mid-November.
THE MOST VALUABLE TREASURE

Bus4Life travelled to Ukraine the first week of June, 
and a two-day outreach in a Roma village was organised 
right after its arrival. It rained heavily on the first day of 
the outreach, but the team decided to carry on with the 
kids’ programme regardless of the rain as they had spent 
a lot of time and energy preparing for it. They started 
the day with only seven children. But as squeals of joy 
were heard across the neighbourhood, more and more 
children showed up. Two hours later the team counted 
70 children in attendance!

The Ukraine team’s children’s programme is designed as 
a ‘live board game’, Jumanji, Welcome to the Jungle. First, 
the children meet a ranger who tells them about old 
writings that he has found. The writings include clues to 
look for a treasure, the most valuable thing in the world. 
The kids then solve problems to win points. When they 
have collected enough points, they are given permission 
to open the treasure box. Finally, they will find out what 
the most valuable treasure in the world is like!

After working tirelessly for a couple of hours, the kids 
are full of suspense and excitement as they open the 
box. One by one they peak inside. At first it looks like 
there’s nothing inside. Then they see a mirror on the 
bottom of the box, and they see themselves. “It’s you,” 
they are told. “You are the most precious, most valuable 
treasure that God has created. He loves you.”

On the following day, word of Bus4Life’s visit had 
reached the neighbourhoods outside of the Roma com-
munity, and even more children joined the fun. Typically, 
the different communities are very separate and there 
is very little interaction between them. On that day the 
parents witnessed their children playing together, which 
alone was meaningful.
 
After the village outreach, Bus4Life worked with Ezdra, 
a Christian publisher, for a few weeks, taking Bibles and 
Christian literature to a number of towns and villages 
in Ukraine.
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TRANSFORM IN GREECE

After Ukraine, it was time to go south! Our driver, 
Teemu, had about 2,400 kilometres ahead of him before 
he would arrive in Athens, Greece. He considered dif-
ferent route options and ended up driving back to Bus-
4Life’s ‘home base’ in Hungary before the long journey 
to Greece.

Transform, a ministry of OM, is an international missions 
conference that is followed by a number of outreaches. 
The five-day conference took place in Athens this year. 
Bus4Life was part of the conference in Athens and par-
ticipated in a week-long outreach in the city of Patras 
after the conference.

During the conference Bus4Life was parked outside 
of the main venue which was a big white tent. The bus 
served as a prayer room and offered a quiet, and air-con-
ditioned, space for participants. Morning prayers were 
also held inside the bus. The bus was also driven to 
Athens on two occasions for outreach.

SOMETHING NEW

Located in Western Greece, Patras is the third largest 
city in Greece. A local evangelical church welcomed the 
team into Patras with open arms. The small church had 
prepared well for the outreach and was very excited to 
be doing something new in their community. 

Bus4Life represents something completely new and 
unheard of for the Greek and, according to the OM team 
in Greece, “nothing like it has ever been seen in Greece”. 
The local church’s openness – and excitement! – to use 
it for ministry encouraged the team greatly.

Because of its ‘foreignness’, Bus4Life attracted a lot 
of onlookers and visitors at the town’s central square 
where it was parked. The team reported that nearly 
every other person stopped to see what was going on 
with the bus and its international team. 

A sign had been placed on the bus explaining its connec-
tion with the local evangelical church and inviting people 
to step inside. Having such a strong public presence in 
their own main square was not insignificant as evan-
gelical churches are sometimes left on the sidelines in 
the Orthodox Greece. Many more are now aware that 
there is an evangelical church in Patras.

The local church itself was encouraged and inspired to 
continue to reach out to their own community.

WE WANT TO SEE VIBRANT 
COMMUNITIES OF JESUS 

FOLLOWERS AMONG THE LEAST 
REACHED. 



VOLOS WITH TEENAGERS

After Transform, Bus4Life stayed in Greece for an addi-
tional week and was part of a Teens in Mission outreach 
in Volos, north of Athens. The outreach participants 
had all been part of TeenStreet’s RAG race in 2018, 
raising more funds through the campaign than most 
of their peers. The outreach, then, was a sort of bonus 
prize for them as they got to see how the money they 
had helped to raise was used. The teens visited refugee 
children and delivered school and sports items that had 
been bought for them.

In Volos, the team was able to meet and talk with local 
teenagers as Bus4Life was parked next to a popular 
beach. New Testaments and Christian literature were 
given to people and the team stayed on the beach until 
very late in the evening. The experience was eye-ope-
ning for the young team members as they realised that 
they, too, can serve God with their gifts no matter their 
age.

MEETING CHILDREN IN MOLDOVA

From Greece, Bus4Life travelled north to Moldova and 
participated in two different outreaches with two inter-
national teams. The first one took place in the village of 
Gotesti where the team met a young boy, Dima (name 
changed). Dima was very interested in the bus and 
participated in the children’s programme daily. Dima’s 
mom, a single parent, has a job but has not managed to 
find a caretaker for Dima while she’s at work. This sad-
dened the team as they saw Dima, who was estimated 
to be about five years old, walking alone around the 
village. Dima and her mother are connected with the 
local church and attend it regularly.

The second outreach took place in the village of Criuleni 
where children were encouraged to memorise Bible 
verses and conversations were had with many locals. 

NEW DRIVER FOR THE AUTUMN MONTHS

Teemu Laitinen served as the Bus4Life driver for five 
months this year. He returned home to Finland at the 
end of August. Risto Venäläinen will serve as the driver 
from September until mid-November. His wife, Terttu, 
travels and serves alongside him.

This is the second time that Risto takes the Bus4Life 
wheel. He travelled with the bus for two weeks in May 
2015, serving as a second driver. During the two weeks, 
Risto was able to participate in the ministry in four diffe-
rent countries and saw the diversity of the ministry. He 
was particularly touched by the outreach done among 
the prostitutes in Hungary.

Both Terttu and Risto were drawn to the ministry 
because of its impact on individuals. “We have been 
impressed by how outreach is done in a way that takes 
into account the situations and problems that people 
are facing in their lives. Children, for example, are not 



PRAYER REQUESTS:

• Pray for the evangelical churches of Patras and 
Volos as they reach out to their communities. Pray 
for the people who visited Bus4Life while it was 
in Greece. Ask God to open hearts for the gospel.

• Pray for little Dima and ask God to provide him with 
a caretaker while his mom works. Pray that the local 
churches in Gotesti and Criuleni would grow into 
vibrant communities of Jesus followers.

• Thank God for our new driver Risto and his wife 
Terttu and ask God to protect them as they travel 
with Bus4Life this autumn.

• Several individuals have expressed interest in ser-
ving as the Bus4Life driver in 2020. Please pray for 
each one of them as they consider the position. Pray 
also for those making decisions and for the right 
person to be found.

left out and people’s health problems are addressed all 
while presenting the gospel.”

The Venäläinens decided to join the ministry again when 
Terttu noticed an advertisement for the 2.5-month posi-
tion in OM’s Finnish magazine. She told her husband 
about it, asking if he’d be interested. “Sounds good,” 
he responded and asked his wife to call the OM office. 
Risto’s rather swift response may have had something 
to do with him misunderstanding the length of the com-
mitment: He had thought the need was for 2.5 weeks 
instead of 2.5 months. He did not realise it was a seve-
ral-month commitment until he was on the phone spea-
king with the Finnish field leader.
“First I thought that it will completely mess up this year’s 
moose hunt,” Risto recalls thinking, “but at the same 
time I figured if it’s possible to do something for God 
with these skills then why not.”

Risto and Terttu are looking forward to their time in 
Eastern Europe. “We have always had a shared vision 
and an understanding of how big God is. Since He has 
called us, He will take care of us.”

Bus4Life will minister in Ukraine and Moldova this 
autumn before returning to Hungary in late November.

Bus4Life, a ministry of OM, is a multi-functional missions centre that 
serves the communities of Central and Eastern Europe. Through this 
ministry we want to bring the gospel to the marker place and to the  
”highways and byways” (Matthew 22:8–10), and to mobilise local churches 
into ministry outside of the church buildings. 

Would you consider joining the ministry by partnering with us financially? 
Please contact your local OM office for details on how to give.

“But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; 
then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and 

good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in 
peace raise a harvest of righteousness.” 

JAMES 3:17-18


